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WEATHER The week was excessively hot, one of the_ hottest weeks ever recorded in

June. There was practically no rain, full sunshine over most of the state

and several days were windy. Humidity was fairly high over the eastern portion of

the state to moderately low in the west.

CROPS Cooler weather Monday and today has checked at least temporarily the deterior-

ation of the wheat crop. Some damage has been done and a continuation of the

high temperatures and high winds would have been most serious. The heat wave caught

the wheat in a critical stage of development. At the beginning of last week half of

the leaves were brown and most of the wheat was partly filled. By the close of the

week most of the wheat was completely filled except in a few extreme western and

northwestern counties. In its stage of development Saturday from 48% to 50% of its

mature dry weight was in the kernel. Normally it would take about two weeks to

mature but this would be lengthened or shortened, depending upon whether the weather

was cool with sufficient moisture or dry with high temperatures.

By the close of last week a little burning was in evidence. Some of the wheat

was turning white in spots and in some cases a few fields had a whitish caste The

earlier wheat and especially Pawnee had started to take on the normal golden yellow

but it may show some shrinkage because of the heat spell. The upper leaves of some

of the wheat had wilted and dried but for the most part stalks were still green

enough to function, Cool weather and especially if accompanied by rain would still

bring a marked recovery. Wheat in general withstood the severe punishment better

than expected, but if the heat wave returns without moisture, a marked reduction in

yields can be expected. Some of the wheat on the edges of the fields that had

fired showed shrunken grain. Summer fallowed wheat was holding out much better than

other wheat. Continuous wheat cropping and volunteer wheat showed the greatest

damage, The damage was greatest in Karlan and Franklin counties but the rainfall

reports indicate that Frontier county may have suffered the same amount of damage,

Corn is making excellent progress and much of it is as far advanced now as it

usually is on the fourth of July. With few exceptions the stands are very good.

Corn has seldom been in a better state of cultivation for this date.

Oats and barley while still green have suffered from the heat v_ve. The dry_

hot weather has forced the earlier heading and short straw. This is especially

noticeable on the soils of low#e_ility. Cbol, wet _eather at _his _ime would

enable the spring small grains to recover to a marked extent.

The second crop of alfalfa shows more ill effects from the drouth and heat

than the other crops. Pasture, especially cool seasoned pasture, is showing effects

of the drouth. Heat and dry weather has started to check the gr,_h of pasture and

wild hay in the Sandhills. Grass in the Sandhills was green and looked very good

last Thursday, but there is considerable fear that if heat and drouth continue that

both will be short. Pastures are stocked heavily and a shrink in tho grass and hay

crops would be serious.

With few exceptions there has been no rain since May 27. Ninety-one percent of

the counties report shor$ surface moisture and only S% an ample amount. About a

third of the counties report subsoil moisture short while the balance generally

report ample subsoil moisture. Fortunately, the humidity during the five days of

abnorn_lly high temperatures has been high ah_as offset to some extent the ill

effects of high winds and temperatures. "

Sugar beet thinning is nearing completion, Dry edible beans are coming up.

_ome late potatoes are still being planted. The North Platte Valley has not had

sufficient moisture so far this year and all available ditch and pump irrigation is

bein_ utili_ed, Ii_- 0
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Precipitation Map for Week Ending June 13, 1952

HIGHEST AND L0?_EST TEM_PERATURES (fo'r24 hours ending in a.m,)

June

10th llth 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th

" Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Mdn E_x Min _x Min

NW Chadron 87 61 98 49 90 61 I01 55 88 58 95 73 102 46

Scottsbluff 9_ 65 I01 56 90 61 I01 63 93 64 96 _7 I01 45

Sidney 92 6_ 98 60 9_ 55 99 56 98 58 95 59 102 45
N-C Burwell ........ 95 69 102 71 IOS 71 102 71 107 SO

Valentine 90 61 93 63 86 66 104 68 .... 83 72 103 57

NE Norfolk 88 63 90 72 98 71 99 77 IO2 73 95 75 I03 69

Sioux City 88 63 90 70 98 68 99 78 IO1 67 91 71 IO1 74
Cen. Grand Island 89 65 97 75 99 73 i00 75 103 72 iO3 75 I08 64

Lexington 90 64 IO0 70 98 73 I03 71 104 61 103 74 109 80
E-C Lincoln 88 69 93 77 _CO 77 iO0 78 102 79 96" 77 104 79

OmAha 87 71 -- 75 I01 77 IOO 78 i01 75 96 74 102 78

SW' Imperial _ 92 65 108 63 95 58 105 68 I01 63 I0_ 71 109 57
North Platte 88 62 iO1 61 94 86 I0_ 69 103 69 I01 73 107 57

WEATHER BUREAU TELEGRAPHIC REPORT OF PRECIPITATION FOR _{EEK EEU)ING JUNE 16, 1952

Eastern Division Eastern Div,_ Conb_d,

Albion 0 Hastings 0
Ashland 0 Lincoln 0

Auburn 0 Norfolk ,06

Beatrice 0 0akdale 0

Columbus ,20 Omaha 0

Fairbury 0 Red Cloud 0
Fairmont 0 St. Paul 0

Falls City .0_ Tekamah 0
Fremont 0 Wekefield 0

Grand Island • 0 York 0

Hartington 0

Central Division Western Division

Broken Bow 0 Alliance 0

Burwell ,01 Chadron 0

Cambridge 0 Culberts on 0

Holdrege 0 Imperial 0

Lexington 0 Kimball 0
North Loup 0 3oottsbluff 0

North Platte ,.0_ Sidney 0
0_Neill ,03

Ravenna 0
Valentine ,19

Average this week

Total since April i
Nor_r_} since April I

e01 0,Og O

7,_0 5,85 4_I_

8,96 7,75 6,67


